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2026 PLATFORM 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Cherokee County Democratic Committee's core policies and priorities are aimed at promoting economic security, 
healthcare, environmental sustainability, democracy, community safety, and equality. 
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CREATE AN ECONOMY IN WHICH WORKING FAMILIES CAN THRIVE  

The current economy isn’t working for the majority, but we can fix that. Working families of today deserve the same 
levels of comfort and security that earlier generations experienced. 

We can start to thrive again where everyone can afford their food, gas, utilities, the occasional vacation, and own a 
home without working multiple jobs.  

We Improve the Lives of Georgia Citizens by: 

● Electing Public Service Commissioners that fight for consumers not Georgia Power 
● Reigning in the use of tariffs 
● Cutting taxes for average working families and raise taxes on large corporations 
● Building a greater variety of homes in more places 
● Providing families the first opportunity to purchase property before private equity 
● Investing in infrastructure updates to improve roads, schools, and access to utilities 
● Raising the minimum wage in Georgia to be a living wage 
● Closing tax loopholes for wealthy individuals and corporations 

Detailed Policy Discussion 

● Cutting everyday costs: The prices of everyday goods and services continue to rise, and we must push 
back on corporations by voting for a government that will stop this. Our elected State representatives must 
legislate to ensure prices rise due to meaningful product improvements and not to line the pockets of 
business executives. For example, the CCDC supports electing as many Democrats as possible to the 
Public Service Commission to fight against the unfair prices levied against users by suppliers such as 
Georgia Power.  

We must pursue change at the federal level to remove the tariffs that are raising prices for hard-working 
Americans. Tariffs should be used responsibly to protect vital industries of our state, not blunt instruments to 
harm our allies and enrich the ultra-wealthy. We also support tax cuts for average working families while 
raising taxes on large corporations.  

● Improving housing affordability: Average families and individuals in the county are struggling to afford 
homes. With median home prices near $390,000 it is very difficult to save for a down payment and qualify 
for manageable loans. The county faces high home prices despite increasing home density in some areas. 
Further housing development must include a greater variety of home types, density, and locations. 
Improving the variety of homes available should provide options that are across the entire price range.  

Outside investors are also a significant cause of rising prices in our state. Local families should always have 
the first opportunity when purchasing a property, and outside investment should be completed responsibly 
with tangible benefits for our communities, meaning less private equity buying up single-family homes.  

We also support county and state efforts to increase the rate of infrastructure updates to keep pace with 
development, such as through implementing zoning changes that require investment in schools and roads. 

● Ensure living wages: The intent of a minimum wage is to ensure individuals can live comfortably on that 
wage; we must return to this design by increasing the minimum wage in Georgia. While the federal minimum 
wage is $7.25, the Georgia minimum wage of $5.15 is among the lowest state minimum wages. Too many 
Georgians are barely making ends meet or are living in poverty. Increasing wages will lift people out of 
poverty, lower the reliance on tax payer–funded programs like Medicaid and SNAP, spur local economic 
growth, and improve labor market stability.  



 

 

 
 

Per MIT’s Living Wage calculator, the living wage for a single adult in Georgia is $24.21, while the poverty 
wage is $7.67. We need to immediately raise the minimum above the poverty wage and gradually increase 
beyond that. 

Many opponents of raising the minimum wage worry about small businesses and the impacts of higher 
wages will have on prices. A gradual increase in pay will allow businesses of all sizes to prepare and adjust. 
Rising wages will likely lead to lower turnover and stimulate the local economy through increased consumer 
spending. While it is true that increasing the minimum wage could result in higher prices on some goods, 
studies show that the increase in price is quite low. A UC Berkeley study found that a 10% increase in 
wages results in 0.36% increase in grocery costs. 

● Fight for tax fairness: We support maintaining state programs to keep a progressive tax structure. The 
heaviest tax burden should not fall on the lower and middle class; rather, corporations and the richest 
citizens need to pay their fair share, much like they did when our economy thrived post–World War II. We 
need to close tax loopholes allowing multi-million-dollar corporations to pay less in taxes than working 
families trying to survive. We oppose the elimination of the state income tax because it gives the most 
benefits to the wealthy and will result in a major loss of state funds that should be used to benefit all 
Georgians. 
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PROTECT HEALTHCARE AND REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM  

Healthcare should be treated as a right, not a privilege. Everyone, regardless of their state or county, must have 
access to quality, affordable care. 

With the changes below we help ensure Georgians can avoid massive medical debt for unexpected emergencies and 
restore women’s reproductive freedom. 

We Improve the Lives of Georgia Citizens by: 

● Expanding Medicaid 
● Using surplus state funds to stop hospital closures 
● Repealing the harmful 6-week abortion ban 
● Demanding transparent healthcare costs and reporting 

Detailed Policy Discussion 

● Ensure affordable health coverage: No more Americans should have to suffer or die as a result of their 
insurance company withholding medical payments to increase the company’s bottom line. People take 
priority over corporations. The One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB) of 2025 will severely impact funding for 
Georgia’s 8 Medicaid programs, as our programs receive about 67% of their funding from the federal 
government.  

Georgia lags behind half the country regarding state funding of healthcare programs. We support expanding 
Medicaid to fully leverage federally matched funds as well as directing state funds to ensure our programs 
are funded and well publicized and to improve enrollment. We also need state funds directed towards our 
hospitals to prevent closures in our county and across the state. Faltering Medicaid programs and hospital 
closures will impact all Georgians, resulting in increased costs and rising wait and travel times to get 
medical attention. 

● Protect reproductive freedom: Healthcare and reproductive choices (including IVF and abortion) are 
personal, private matters between each individual and their doctor. Democrats will work to ensure that 
politicians and the state will not be allowed to insert themselves into the private doctor-patient relationship. 
The laws currently in place that violate this doctor-patient relationship are already endangering the lives of 
women across the state. Georgia’s maternal and infant mortality rates have skyrocketed since the 6-week 
ban, causing irreparable damage because politicians believe they know healthcare better than doctors; this 
is unacceptable. If you wouldn’t trust a car salesman to perform your open-heart surgery, you shouldn’t trust 
politicians to deny your healthcare.  

We also support bringing transparency back to the state’s Maternal Mortality Committee. In 2024, all 32 
members of the Georgia’s Maternal Mortality Committee, made up of highly qualified medical experts 
including physicians, nurses, epidemiologists, OB-GYNs, were removed from their positions by the 
Republican governor, after the committee reported factual statistics that showed the deadly effects of 
Republican laws to prevent women from making their own medical decisions. The Republican governor then 
installed a secret group of political lackeys with no known medical training. To this day, the Republican 
governor has kept these political appointees hidden from Georgia citizens. We must have transparency in 
healthcare.  
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ENSURE ENERGY AND CLIMATE SECURITY  

Climate change is a real problem for the world, and we can’t become complacent. We can turn this danger into an 
opportunity for good change. 

Prioritizing green friendly policies will lead to lower power bills, job growth, and a cleaner and healthier environment. 

We Improve the Lives of Georgia Citizens by: 

● Investing in clean energy like wind and solar power 
● Building and upgrading energy infrastructure to meet new demand 
● Regulating our power providers to ensure they reinvest and not pocket their profits 
● Reigning in the development of AI data centers 

Detailed Policy Discussion 

● Invest in clean energy: The CCDC supports significant investment in clean energy such as solar, wind, 
and other practical renewable forms of energy production. Clean energy initiatives are one way to fight the 
very real threat of climate change. Reducing our reliance on oil and gas, even in small steps, helps improve 
the health of our planet and environment. 

Additionally, investment in clean energy initiatives boosts the Georgia economy. Such investments can 
lower costs by providing stable and consistent power sources and bring thousands of high paying ($24 
median hourly wage) manufacturing and construction jobs. Development can be all across the state, 
providing important economic growth to our rural communities. 

The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) passed by the Biden administration in 2022 provided federal incentives 
that were spurring development and job growth in Georgia; however, the OBBB of 2025 is clawing back 
many of these incentives and eliminating jobs—due to the OBBB, by 2030, hundreds of thousands of jobs 
across the country will be lost, including thousands in Georgia.  

We must return to reinvestments in green energy projects to bring high-paying jobs to our struggling 
communities and reinvigorate local economies.  

● Lower energy costs: The power grid is falling behind the constantly growing demand for more power that 
stems both from population growth and the surge in AI data centers. We support investment into our power 
infrastructure to catch up and plan for future growth. This must be accomplished through reform at our 
Public Service Commission to ensure that corporations like Georgia Power are reinvesting their profits in the 
pursuit of improvements for the common good and not just their wallets. 

● Regulate AI data centers: Unchecked development of AI data centers is unacceptable. Data centers are 
clearing large swathes of land, dramatically increasing energy costs, using unsustainable amounts of clean 
water, and generating consistent noise pollution with little to no benefit to the communities they are 
interrupting. If data centers must happen, their construction must be completed responsibly and with the 
consent of the community. The CCDC supports a moratorium on the development of future data centers 
until strong guardrails have been created to address the above issues. 

Some solutions include the following: 

● Establish robust citizen feedback, specifically for data centers, to deter county commissioners from 
ignoring the will of the people; create a fallback to replace commissioners should they ignore their 
constituents. 

● Pass legislation to demand that data centers use closed loop liquid cooling or other new methods 
that limit environmental impacts. 



 

 

 
 

● Require the owners of these data centers to pay for their electricity use instead of allowing power 
companies to pass this burden onto the community. 
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DEFEND DEMOCRACY  

Freedom and democracy are not guaranteed; we need politicians who will prevent the erosion of our rights and be 
accountable to the people, not special interests and the wealthy. 

Taking action to defend our democracy will allow your votes to matter more at all levels. You can cast your votes 
faster and with confidence in the results. Also, the people you vote for will not be motivated by how rich they can get 
but by how much they can help their communities. 

We Improve the Lives of Georgia Citizens by: 

● Reporting voter suppression efforts at the state and local level 
● Advocating against federal laws that make it harder to vote (e.g. SAVE act) 
● Volunteering to poll watch and ballot monitor 
● Electing state and local judges that are fair, impartial, and protect our Constitution 
● Supporting candidates that don’t take corporate PAC money or trade individual stocks 
● Closing the revolving door of politicians becoming lobbyists for companies 
● Overturning Citizens United at the state and federal level 
● Ending the Electoral College voting system by amendment or by joining National Popular Vote Interstate 

Compact (NPVIC) 

Detailed Policy Discussion 

● Protect your right to vote: The current administration and Republican officials across the country are 
creating numerous roadblocks to voting. The disenfranchisement of voters is unacceptable, and we must 
fight back against all legislation that seeks to impede the fairness and accessibility of voting. States control 
the voting process, and our representatives must oppose voter suppression efforts from local officials and 
from the federal government. We must not only protect our ability to vote by mail and our access to early 
voting but also prevent implementation of measures that are essentially poll taxes (e.g., the SAVE act, 
citizenship checks at polls, etc.). There is no room for intimidation at the polls; we must fight voter 
suppression and intimidation by supporting voter protection efforts such as poll watching and ballot 
monitoring. 

● Stand up for truth and accountability: With the increasingly authoritarian actions of the current 
Republican Regime, our State and local courts must absolutely put the people first. Our judiciary needs to 
protect our Constitutional rights and ensure accountability for anyone who breaks the law.  

● Take money out of politics: Financial interest of candidates, corporations, and other outside groups 
greatly impacts the integrity of candidates across the board; therefore, we support reducing the influence of 
money in politics. Candidates should not take corporate PAC Money and not hold or trade individual stocks 
while in office. We support legislation at the state and national level to close the revolving door of politicians 
becoming lobbyists for companies. Republicans like to say, “corporations are people”, but everyone knows 
this is false. It is a long-standing Republican effort to dilute the power of individual citizens. As such, we 
support overturning Citizens United, whether at the federal level or by state laws such as those Montana 
and Hawaii are considering. 
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FIGHT FOR SAFE COMMUNITIES 

Safety and justice are cornerstones of a healthy community; the right policies can safeguard our families and 
neighbors while also ensuring everyone is treated with dignity and fairness. 

With the policies below everyone in Georgia can be comfortable knowing that they are safe at their schools, jobs, 
homes, or walking down the street. Gun violence would be reduced and crime would drop. Immigrant friends and 
family would be less fearful of participating in their normal activities while having a smoother transition to being a 
citizen. 

We Improve the Lives of Georgia Citizens by: 

● Making red flag laws, background checks, mental health check-ins, and safe storage of guns mandatory to 
own firearms 

● Working together with local law enforcement 
● Requiring federal immigration agents to not hide behind masks and adhere to the Constitution for judicial 

warrants for stops and home searches 
● Ending local law enforcement cooperation with federal immigration agencies 
● Overhauling the federal immigration system to be efficient, transparent, and offer pathways to citizenship 
● Electing judges that protect the rule of law regardless of race, wealth, status, or influence 

Detailed Policy Discussion 

● Fight for gun safety and community policing: Because all residents of Cherokee County deserve to feel 
comfortable and safe in their community, we support advancing legislation for gun safety and improving our 
approach to policing. Gun violence is rampant in the United States and is now the leading cause of 
childhood deaths, but these problems can be mitigated with a common-sense approach on background 
checks, mental health check-ins, red-flag laws, and safe storage of guns. These regulations will prevent 
unnecessary death while still protecting Second Amendments rights.  

Another path to preventing gun violence and crime is a community-focused approach to policing. Taking 
inspiration from neighborhood watch groups and youth outreach, police officers could work more closely 
with residents, local organizations, and businesses to build trust and solve problems together to prevent 
crime before it happens. Residents will be more likely to report crime, give tips, and testify. Police officers 
should be incentivized to live within the communities they police in order to build relationships with citizens 
and also have to face public scrutiny for overstepping their authority. Our safety can be much improved if we 
are comfortable working together and voicing our concerns.  

● Protect our immigrant neighbors, restructure ICE: Our friends, family, and neighbors who immigrated to 
the United States have been relentlessly vilified, detained, and attacked. This is unacceptable. We must 
take action at the State level to prevent further damage to our communities from federal immigration attacks. 
This can include preventing ICE agents from hiding behind masks in Georgia, requiring judicial warrants to 
be presented for stops and home searches, ending 287(g) agreements which authorize local police and 
sheriff’s departments to act as immigration enforcement agent, advocating for an overhaul of the federal 
immigration system to drastically increase its efficiency and transparency, and offering more pathways to 
citizenship.  

The enforcement of our immigration laws must move towards a system that leads with services and support 
rather than enforcement and punishment. 

The government must offer practical assistance to those who wish to be citizens without anyone fearing 
deportation or other punitive measures. This can be done by funding social work focused on educating and 
guiding potential citizens through the system. Immigrants built this country, and they continue to support it 
every day. Our systems should support all potential citizens from start to finish of their immigration journey.  



 

 

 
 

● Ensure judicial fairness: We support judicial candidates who will uphold the Constitution above all else 
and apply the law fairly to everyone. We fight to ensure justice is equal under the law; every person should 
be treated fairly and without consideration of their race, wealth, status, or influence. We must follow the 
Constitution, statutory law, and precedent to hold bad actors accountable. 
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ENSURE FAIRNESS AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL  

America belongs to all of us, and Democrats will fight to help every American live up to their potential and live the 
lives they want without government interference. 

With the steps below, everyone will have access to education, career opportunities, and their rights promised to them 
in the Constitution regardless of background or personal identity. 

We Improve the Lives of Georgia Citizens by: 

● Protecting the rights of women, minorities, and LQBTQ+ Americans 
● Caring for active duty and out of service veterans with improvements to their childcare, employment 

opportunities, and healthcare 
● Supporting Unions and pushing back against union busters 
● Restricting the use of private school vouchers, which have been shown to funnel school funds from lower 

income counties to wealthier ones 
● Improving access to job training programs and apprenticeships 

Detailed Policy Discussion 

● Protect the rights of all Americans: The rights of American citizens and residents must be protected. The 
Republican party is trampling on our rights and continues to dismantle and destroy our freedoms and 
liberties. We all have the same rights and freedoms regardless of race, religion, gender, sexual 
orientation/identity, and disability. All minority groups and individuals within those groups have long been 
scapegoats of Republicans and other right-wing extremists. We can’t allow our children to have fewer rights 
than we did growing up.  

● Care for and support our veterans: Supporting our military community means providing care across the 
full arc of service, from the moment someone enlists to long after they've taken off the uniform. For active 
duty families and reservists, that means advocating for affordable childcare, employment opportunities for 
military spouses, and portable professional licensing so a career doesn't need to start over every time 
orders move a family. For veterans transitioning out of service, the priorities are affordable housing, VA 
transportation, employment pathways that recognize military training and experience, and access to mental 
health care, particularly for PTSD and suicide prevention. At the county level, we can make a real difference 
by connecting veterans with the state and federal resources they've earned but too often can't navigate 
alone and by fostering veteran-friendly partnerships with local employers and service organizations. 

● Fight for unions and the working class: All Americans should have employment that pays a livable wage, 
provides safe working conditions, and dignity on the job. Unions are a long-honored American way to 
ensure better benefits for workers and we support everyone having the opportunity to organize. We support 
Unions and must prevent corporations in Georgia from Union busting. 

● Protect our public education funds: Public schooling is vital to the success of young Georgians and the 
economic future of the state. Our schools receive a mix of funding from state and local sources, and these 
funds need to primarily stay with our public schools. School voucher programs are a threat to our public 
education funds, as these vouchers drain money from Georgia’s public schools (which educate ~90% of 
students) while failing to produce clear academic benefits, and that tradeoff hits rural and lower-income 
communities the hardest.  

Private schools also do not have the same kind of oversight as public schools. Private schools can set many 
of their own rules and will never be accountable to taxpayers regarding how taxpayer money is spent.  

Parents are free to choose to enroll their child at a private or public school, but the majority of taxpayer 
funds need to stay in public institutions. 



 

 

 
 

● Strengthen job training and apprenticeships: Students and other professionals need alternate pathways 
to successful careers beyond a college education. We support improved access to job training programs 
and apprenticeships that prepare people for a variety of high-paying job paths. A college education should 
not be mandatory for success in Georgia. 
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